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Vice Chairman the United States
Sylvania, Georgia
Dear Deputy Administrator:
RODNEY DAWSON
soroi Georgia The Georgia Agricultural Commodity Commission for Peanuts is a Commission of the State of Georgia
charged with representing Georgia’s more than 5000 peanut growers in the areas of promotion,
DONALDCHASE ~ research, education, and providing information to governmental officials on issues which impact the
Oglethorpe, Georgia production and marketing of peanuts. Our producers grow nearly half of the peanuts produced in the
US.
JIMMY CHENEY

Edison, Georgia

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comment on the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Proposed
- Rule for “high moisture” grading of farmers stock peanuts.

DON KOEHLER We believe that anything that can be done to improve efficiency in our industry merits discussion and
Executive Director consideration. We want to be certain that the growers interests are protected and that any proposed

changes will not be detrimental to the grower, whether through increased cost or related factors which
- ultimately translate in to increased cost or lost revenue.

Member Much research work has been done on green weight grading and in theory it appears to be feasible. In
practice we have no information so we urge caution and flexibility as USDA moves forward with this
proposal. We hope that growers will share equally with other sectors the benefits if this proposal is

- successful. Also, changes in the loan program will be mandated, once the peanuts are unloaded from the
wagon since there is no preservation of identity. A farmer must be allowed a loan on green peanuts.

This loan calculation should be comparable to the current loan on peanuts that have been dried to a
suitable loan level.

Peanut Advisory Board

We trust that the Department will take special care to assure that the producer does not suffer loss in the
implementation of “high moisture” grading. We appreciate the apparent willingness of USDA to work
with the industry in making this change and hope that you will feel free to contact us as you move
forward with this initiative.

Georgia Peanut Commission



